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WASHINGTON

The Green 

Comrades of the Great War 
Washington Station Branch

Lest We Forget. 
A Poem

Specially composed for the above Branch, 
by Robert Atkinson

On the occasion of the unveiling of

the War Memorial Cross

on Washington Village Green

June 19th 1920. 
Lest We Forget. 
A simple white cross on our old village green, 
Could it speak, ‘twould unfold a strange story

Of noble deeds done, when fighting the cruel Hun, 
on Battlefields grim and gory. 
There on its base are inscribed the names

Of the heroes who laid down their lives; 
They fought for Old England and all they held dear, 
Mothers, sweethearts, the children, and wives. 
It stands, a monument of brave British pluck, 

To men who would conquer or die. 
“Give me French generals and brave British boys,” 
Napoleon once said with a sigh. 
The Kaiser, like Napoleon, would conquer the world, 
But our bulldogs they stood in his way; 
His country is ruined, he is an exile, 
And Germany her war-debt must pay. 
When you look on this cross, think of the loss

To the dear ones they’ve left behind; 
When in your own home, remember this stone: 
To the widows and orphans be kind. 
Tho’ claimed by the grave, those heroes so brave, 
The huns will remember them yet. 
Their message to you to their memory be true, 
Help the helpless, “Lest We Forget”. 
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